
           NORTH COUNTY JOINT UNION SCHOOL DISTRICT    
BOARD OF TRUSTEES REGULAR MEETING 

 
April 10, 2013 

 
CALL TO ORDER The meeting was called to order at 6:00  p.m. by Board President 

Cindy King         
  
  Members present:    Cindy King, Board President; Rodney Bianchi, 

Trustee; Reneé Faught, Trustee ; Frank O'Connell, Board Clerk; 
Stan Pura, Trustee 
Members absent: None 

  
1. Pledge of Allegiance The Pledge of Allegiance was led by  Cindy King, Board President 
  
2. Approval of Agenda Motion by Reneé Faught, seconded by Stan Pura, to approve agenda 

as presented 
Vote: Unanimous  

  
3. Recognition of Visitors None 

  
4. Student Presentations 

a) Science Fair Winners 
Cathie Scimeca, 6th Grade Teacher/Science Fair Coordinator 
reported the 2012/2013 Spring Grove Science Fair was very 
successful. Many Spring Grove students were invited to the San 
Benito County Science Fair and one student, Jozhiah Torres, was 
chosen to represent San Benito County at the California State 
Science Fair in Los Angeles. Alex Jacobson, 8th grader, Catherine 
Nordstrom, 7th grader; David Talavera, 7th grader, Maya  Talavera, 
7th grader and Jozhiah Torres were present at the Board meeting to 
present their Science Fair projects to the Board of Trustees.  Cindy 
King, Board President acknowledged their great projects and 
thanked them for their presentations.  

  
PUBLIC COMMENTS Rob Picha, Teacher shared an analogy of parenting and discipline 

of students and parents relating to cyberbullying. His message was   
although there are no laws against your child lying to you; you 
would discipline your child to teach them not to lie. He shared that 
unfortunately the California Ed Code is very vague regarding 
cyberbullying between parents, students and staff and there are no 
laws or punishment against cyberbullying. It is left for the individual 
District to deal with. Mr. Picha feels the District should have a 
message that cyberbullying is not ok and will be treated with severe 
punishment. He feels the District should tackle head on with its own 
strict disciplinary actions and stop or detour students and parents 
from slandering Spring Grove staff in cyber space. He would like 
Spring Grove to be a leader and show that the District cares for and 
protects its teachers from cyber bullying.  
Michele Perez-Picha, Teacher – Shared her disappointment and 
frustration relating to a recent incident in which a student in her 
class created and posted an online petition to get her fired. The 
petition was sent to classmates and parents. She stated she brought 
the incident to the attention of administration the morning after she 
heard of the incident. Administration met with the student and the 
student was sent home until Administration could get guidance from 
legal counsel.  The student admitted to creating and posting the 
petition but was allowed to return to school the next day. Ms. Perez-
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Picha read from Ed Code stating District’s were authorized to 
suspend or expel students from school for bullying, including cyber 
bulling through the internet. She stated Administration does have 
authority to discipline a student who participates in cyber bullying. 
Ms. Perez-Picha said the student did not apologize to her or take 
down the petition. She stated she feels attacked, unsupported and 
some hostility because of how the situation was handled. She said 
she feels it is time for administration to back up teachers. Ms. Perez-
Picha stated parents and students seem to have more power than 
teachers and, that sadly, teachers are being bullied by parents and 
now by students. Ms. Perez-Picha shared she would like to see a 
policy in place to protect teachers from this type of treatment.  

REPORTS/INFORMATION   
1. Student Board Member Report Lauren Klauer, Student reported the following: During the month of 

April, Student Council Members will focus on STAR testing by 
making posters, chants and slogans for the STAR assembly. There 
will also be spirit contests and noon time activities. The next 
election for Student Council will take place on May 22nd with voting 
from 3rd to 7th graders. Annual elections will be continued.   

  
2. 2013/2014 Student Parent 

Handbook 
 

Jenny Bernosky, Principal reviewed suggested changes to the 
proposed Student/Parent Handbook for the 2013/2014 School Year. 
The handbook will come back to the Board for approval at this 
evenings meeting. The following items will be added: 

• School communication will go home with youngest child;  
• Master Schedule   
• Information relating to the ABC Program. 

  
3. Complaint Summary relating to 

Williams Settlement 
Jennifer Bernosky, Superintendent  reported there were no 
complaints relating to the Williams Uniform Complaint Process 
Settlement during the period January 1, 2013  through March 31, 
2013.   

  
4. First Reading BP, AR & E’s  Jennifer Bernosky, Superintendent provided the Board with a  

review of the changes requested to Board Policies and 
Administrative Regulations relating to Professional Standards, Dress 
and Grooming and Public Notice for Negotiations. This was the first 
reading. These BP’s and AR’s will come back to the Board for 
approval at the next Regular Board meeting.  

  
5. Monthly Attendance Report Shannon Hansen, Director Fiscal Services and Operations reported 

that after 7 full months of school, ADA is 749.75 based on 
enrollment of 778 with 96.27% attendance to enrollment. Today’s 
enrollment is 775.   

  
6. Director Fiscal Services and 

Operations Report 
Shannon Hansen, Director Fiscal Services and Operations reported 
the following: 
Budget – Discussion continues to be held at the State level with 
regards to the local control funding formula. Some Districts could 
benefit greatly, while other Districts, such as basic aide Districts, 
will not. It does not look like the local funding formula will be set in 
the July 1st budget. The Budget will be built on Tier III categorical 
funding.  
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Facilities and Maintenance – The District has received approval on 
the upcoming building project. There will be a mandatory walk 
through on April 16th at 8:30 a.m. The bid opening will be held at 
2:00 p.m. on April 23rd in the District Board Room. Board Members 
Stan Pura and Rodney Bianchi will attend the walk through. The 
school office safety project has been completed. There is now a new 
door, cement pad and fencing to provide a safer environment for 
students and staff.  The wood on the 4/5 wing has been removed and 
stucco applied. It will be painted as soon as the stucco is dry.  
Transportation – Kristy Bettencourt will be training two new 
drivers who are interested in driving bus for our District.  

  
7. Assistant Principal Report Andrew Parra, Assistant Principal reported the following:  

STAR Action Plan – Andrew Parra, Assistant Principal provided 
Board with the STAR action plan. STAR testing will take place in 
13 days. Staff has been using 12 powerful words and UNRAVVEL 
strategies to help prepare students.   
District Writing Assessment Update – Winter writing took place 
on March 5th. Mr. Parra provided the Board with the winter writing 
results which compared Fall and Winter scores. Mr. Parra reviewed 
how the writing samples were scored and reported that overall, 
student scores improved.  

  
8. Principal Report Jennifer Bernosky, Principal  reported the following: 

Student Activities – Current focus is on the STAR test. ASB voted 
for the slogan “Tigers will roar at 854”.   ASB students are also 
helping prepare for the STAR assembly with the purpose of 
encouraging all students to do their best on the STAR test. 40 
students have signed up to play 8th grade co-ed volleyball so there 
will be a need for 2 teams. 6th – 8th grade cross country/track will 
begin in April. Rehearsals continue afterschool for the theater arts 
program. 
Student Academics –   Prior to the STAR test, which will start on 
Tuesday, April 30, teachers will be re teaching standards that have 
not been mastered and will also be reviewing test taking skills.     
Migrant Summer School – Due to Migrant budget cuts, there will 
only be four Migrant Summer School classes this year. The day will 
be shortened as well from 8:00 to 11:30 a.m. with focus on 
Language Arts, Math and computers. Andrew Parra, Assistant 
Principal will oversee the preparation of the program as coordinator 
and Mr. Parra and Mrs. Bernosky will run the program. An 
attendance incentive will be offered to encourage students to attend. 
Bussing will be provided. 
Professional Learning Communities (PLC) – After determining 
the needs of students, teachers will focus on utilizing data to 
determine which standards need to be re taught prior to STAR 
testing. After STAR testing teachers will focus on Common Core 
Standards.  
Discipline/Suspension –   There were no new suspensions since the 
last Board meeting 
 
Mrs. Bernosky provided the Board with data relating to students 
scoring below proficient who need to move to proficient or 
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advanced in sub groups in so the District can make Safe Harbor and 
exit from Program Improvement. The data will help target students 
needing support. Mrs. Bernosky also provided data relating to 
academic progress of new students to Spring Grove School. The 
Goal is for all students to be proficient or advance.  

  
9. Board Member Report Board Member Walkthrough – Reneé Faught, Trustee reported she 

was very impressed during the Board Member walkthrough. She 
liked the fact that classes were doing identical lessons. 
Rodney Bianchi, Trustee Thanked Mr. Parra for the tour. He 
appreciated the improvements from last year’s tour. Cindy King, 
Board President reported concern for the cramped quarters in the 
kitchen. She shared that after the current project is completed the 
District should start on kitchen improvements. Rodney Bianchi, 
Trustee requested Administration research cost for enlarging and 
updating kitchen and equipment. Reneé Faught, trustee thanked Mrs. 
Bernosky and Mr. Parra for taking the time out of their busy day to 
take the Board on the walk through.  

  
10. Area Trustee Report None 

  
11. Modernization/Measure M Report Shannon Hansen, Director Fiscal Services and Operations reported 

she has left voice mail for W.L.C Architects and she has not heard 
back. Rodney Bianchi, Trustee shared he has left several messages 
and has only received on call back. Reneé Faught, Trustee said she 
would call Howard Chase to see if he could help get a response from 
Max Medina/W.L.C. Architects.  

  
12. Superintendent Report Jennifer Bernosky, Superintendent reported the following: 

Jennifer Bernosky, Superintendent thanked the 6th grade teachers 
and students for the Board Room art and writing.  
Pre K update – There are currently 15 students who have completed 
applications and paid a deposit for Pre K for the 2013/2014 school 
year. Enrollment is going well and the class will most likely be full.  
Enrollment Projections – Mrs. Bernosky handed out enrollment 
projections and noted the projections are subject to change. She also 
shared we will have 9 TK students next year and will have combo 
Kinder/TK class.  
Common Sense Media – There are requirements in order to receive 
e-rate funding. One of the requirements is to do 2 lessons on internet 
use. She provided the Board with a handout of a notice sent home to 
parents with Parent’s contract and a Student’s contract. The form 
states the parent has read and discussed the stoical media agreement 
with their child and is to be signed and returned by the parent. Mrs. 
Bernosky spoke to 6th grade classes about internet use and 
responsibility last month and will speak to 5th – 8th grade classes 
tomorrow. Lessons will start at the beginning of the 2013/2014 
school year.  
Attendance Incentive – Mrs. Tomasini’s 2nd grade class and Mrs. 
Stoner’s 3rd grade class tied for the most recent attendance incentive 
with both classes having 13 out of 19 days of perfect attendance. 
These two classes will get to have a pizza party.  
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CONSENT ITEMS In a motion by Rodney Bianchi, seconded by Frank O'Connell, the 
board approved Consent Items #1 - #3, as presented. 
Vote: Unanimous  

  
PUBLIC NOTICE The Board opened a Public Hearing to discuss the following: 

a.) Disclosure of the Collective Bargaining Agreement 
between the North County Joint Union School District 
and  The North County Classified Employees 
Association, and 

b.) Pursuant to Article XIII, Section 36 of the California 
Constitution, NCJUSD is required to determine how 
the funds received from the Education Protection 
Account are spent.  Funds shall not be spent on any 
administrative costs, including salaries or benefits. 

There were no comments on item a.) or b.) 
  
ACTION/DISCUSSION  ITEMS 

1.  Disclosure of NCCEA Collective 
Bargaining Agreement 

 
In a motion by Reneé Faught, seconded by Stan Pura the Board 
approved the  Disclosure of the Collective Bargaining 
Agreement between the North County Joint Union School 
District and  The North County Classified Employees 
Association, as presented 
Vote: Unanimous  

  
2. Resolution #12/13-10 Motion by Frank O'Connell, seconded by Rodney Bianchi, to 

approve Resolution #12/13-10 relating to Article XIII, Section 36 of 
the California Constitution , the Education Protection Account, as 
presented 
Vote: Unanimous  

  
3. Resolution #12/13-08 Motion by Stan Pura, seconded by Reneé Faught, to approve  

Resolution #12/13-08, Day of the Teacher and Staff Appreciation, as 
presented 
Vote: Unanimous  

  
4. Resolution #12/13-09 Motion by Reneé Faught, seconded by Rodney Bianchi,  to adopt 

Resolution #12/13-09; Revision of the Date School is Closed in 
Observance of Lincoln’s Birthday, as presented 
Vote: Unanimous  

  
5. 2013/2014 Student/Parent 

Handbook 
Motion by Rodney Bianchi, seconded by Frank O'Connell, approve 
the 2013/2014 Student Parent Handbook with the following 
additions: 

• School communication will go home with youngest child 
• Master Schedule 
• Information relating to the ABC Program 

Vote: Unanimous  
  
TRUSTEES FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS • Graduation 

• Cafeteria 
  

2012/2013 SCHEDULED MEETINGS • Wednesday, May 1, 2013 
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• Wednesday, May 29, 2013 
• Wednesday, June 26, 2013 

  
PUBLIC COMMENTS ON CLOSED 
SESSION AGENDA ITEMS 

None 

  
CONVENE TO CLOSED SESSION In a motion by Frank O'Connell, seconded by Rodney Bianchi, the 

Board convened to closed session at 7:16 p.m. 
Vote: Unanimous  

  
RECONVENE TO OPEN MEETING 
AND REPORT ACTION TAKEN 

In a motion by Frank O'Connell, seconded by Reneé Faught, the 
Board re-convened to open session at 8:26 p.m.  There was no action 
taken in closed session.  

  
ADJOURNMENT In a motion by Cindy King, seconded by Rodney Bianchi, the Board 

Adjourned at 8:27 p.m.  
Vote: Unanimous  

   
 
Respectfully Submitted, 

 

   
Jennifer Bernosky, Secretary  
North County Board of Trustees   

 


