
      NORTH COUNTY JOINT UNION SCHOOL DISTRICT    
BOARD OF TRUSTEES REGULAR MEETING 

April 4, 2012 
 

CALL TO ORDER The meeting was called to order at 6:00  p.m. by Board President 
Cindy King         

  
  Members present:    Cindy King, Board President; Frank O'Connell, 

Board Clerk; Reneé Faught, Trustee; Stan Pura, Trustee 
Members Absent: Rodney Bianchi, Trustee 

  
1. Pledge of Allegiance The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Logan Sowards, Student Board 

Member 
  
2. Approval of Agenda Motion by Reneé Faught, seconded by Stan Pura, to approve the 

agenda, as presented 
Vote: Unanimous  

  
3. Recognition of Visitors  None 
  
4. Student Recognition 

a) Mr. Belscher’s Kindergarten Class 
 
 
 

b) Science Fair Winners 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5. Parent Presentation 

a) Migrant Parent Presentation 

 
Mr. Belscher’s Kindergarten class did an outstanding job singing for 
the Board of Trustees and District Administration. The Board 
appreciates the time spent to prepare student presentations      
 
Cathie Scimeca, 6th Grade Teacher/Science Fair Coordinator 
reported the 2011/2012 Spring Grove Science Fair was incredibly 
successful. Many Spring Grove students were invited to the San 
Benito County Science Fair. Lauren Klauer and Eric Teves will 
represent Spring Grove School in Los Angeles in May. Catherine 
Nordstrom, 6th grader and Xochitl Azcona, 5th grader, gold ribbon 
winners, shared their science projects with the Board of Trustees and 
Administration. Cindy King, Board President acknowledged their 
great projects and thanked them for their presentations.  
 
Marilu Hermosillo, Migrant Parent reported she has two children at 
Spring Grove School. She participates in the Migrant Parent 
Advisory committee meetings. She attended the annual MEP parent 
conference in Los Angeles. She shared she attended many 
workshops helps her understand her children. One of the messages 
received from the workshop was to spend quality time with children 
rather than quantity. How to create good self esteem in your children 
was another workshop she attended. Maintaining a line of 
communication with adolescents was also part of discussions. Mrs. 
Hermosillo was honored to be chosen to attend the conference.  

  
PUBLIC COMMENTS None 
  
REPORTS/INFORMATION   

1.  Student Board Member Report Logan Sowards, Student Board Member reported  ASB has been 
working on new 8th grade candy grams. They can be purchased for 
$3.00 each in the School Office and from Mrs. Marozick. These 
candy grams will be given to 8th graders on the last day of school. 
Spring Grove Candy Grams are being sold for $1.00 each. ASB is 
also working on new noontime activities and spirit wear ideas for 
after Spring Break.  
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2. Bullying Program   Jenny Bernosky, Principal introduced Mrs. Whitny Emma, parent 

volunteer, who has implemented a bully-free program at Spring 
Grove school. The program, Project Cornerstone, from YMCA has 
been funded by Spring Grove PTO. Mrs. Emma, along with several 
other parent volunteers have been trained to work with students in 
Kinder through 7th Grade. Mrs. Emma introduced parent volunteers 
Jill Shutt, Irma Pauley, Julie Neff, Dana Aviles and Andrea 
Penisoara. Volunteers schedule time with teachers to teach lessons 
to students based on children’s literature book. This is the second 
year of the bullying program. Cindy King, Board President thanked 
the volunteers. 

  
3. 2012/2013 Student Parent 

Handbook 
Jenny Bernosky, Principal reviewed the proposed changes to the 
Student/Parent Handbook. Changes are as follows: 
Disciplinary Referrals – will include in house suspension  
Hats and Visors – May not be worn to school. Sweatshirt hoods may 
be worn on cold rainy days only outside 
Shorts and Skirts – Must be longer than students fingertips 
Gages – not allowed 
No dyed colors in hair except on Halloween and crazy hair day 
Student Government – Elections will change from each semester to 
once a year at the end of the school year for the following year.  
Cindy King requested language relating to PTO be changed to 
indicate that instead of meeting on the first Monday of the month the 
day will decided at the beginning of the school year.  
Mrs. Bernosky shared she is checking into having the Student/Parent 
Handbook sent out to be printed rather than printing it in house. 
Reneé Faught, trustee requested information relating to the cost of 
printing. The Student Parent Handbook will come back to the Board 
for approval at the end of the 2011/2012 school year.  
 
Comments: Cathie Scimeca, Parent/Faculty Member shared she 
appreciates the fact that Spring Grove School has a dress code. She 
asked the Board to keep in mind that Spring Grove is a K-8 school 
and not a High School. She has concerns about a kindergartner not 
being able to wear a hat on a sunny day or a 6th grader not being able 
to wear a Giants hat on game day. She is disappointed with the 
Districts plan to change language for the entire school instead of a 
small group of trouble makers. She feels if students are not using 
their hats appropriately they should lose the privilege of wearing a 
hat to school. She shared Calaveras School (K-7) can wear hats and 
visors outside. She feels the district should make it difficult to abuse 
the rules. She said the proposed language doesn’t allow “cool hats” 
for style or beanies. Mrs. Scimeca gave the Board/Administration 
letters from students relating to the hat issue. Jenny Bernosky, 
Principal shared that too much time is spent constantly reminding 
students of the rules and some students continue to be very 
disrespectful. Issues like this take away from “Keeping the Main 
Thing The Main Thing”.  The student/parent handbook will be 
brought back to the Board next month for approval.  

  
4. Campus Configuration Jennifer Bernosky, Superintendent thanked the Board of Trustees for 
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their participation in a recent walkthrough of the Spring Grove 
campus. She provided the board with a current overview of Spring 
Grove School’s campus configuration. Although there is no 
intention of increasing enrollment, there is a need for more space. 
There are 3 original portables that were not replaced during the 
modernization project. One of those portables, (room 18) is currently 
used as a 3rd grade classroom and is in need of repairs.  Room 19 is 
used as storage for textbooks, computer hardware and district and 
school files and is currently overflowing. More storage space is 
needed as well. The District is also experiencing a shortage of space 
for servicing students and for the numerous meetings that take place 
on a regular basis. Discussions have been held regarding adding an 
additional portable on the vacant lot next to Room 25. A portable 
with 2 classrooms could be used to provide a new classroom for 
current classroom #18 and also to provide additional space for 
meetings and servicing students for testing, IEP’s etc. Room 18 
could then be used for a workroom or storage.  An extra classroom 
may also be needed for CSR. Mrs. Bernosky requested the Boards 
direction to move forward to further explore the cost of obtaining a 
new portable. The Board requested more information relating to the 
cost of the portables as well as the infrastructure, an estimate to 
remodel rooms 17, 18 & 19 or the cost of replacement portables. It 
was also requested to find out if the District could move forward 
with a new project since the last two building projects have not been 
closed out.  

  
5. Spring Grove Garden Jennifer Bernosky, Superintendent reported the Spring Grove 

Garden Committee met on March 21st to discuss the proposed Spring 
Grove School Garden. The location of the garden has not been 
determined. There are 3 locations being considered: 

• Behind classrooms 20-23 
• The empty lot next to room 25 
• The grass area behind rooms 11-12 

After discussing campus configuration it was decided that the lot 
next to room 25 may be used for a future portable and The area 
behind classrooms 20-23 would end up muddy and would be out of 
sight/out of mind. Direction was given to consider the grass area 
behind rooms 11 -12. However, there was some concern this area 
was too close to the basketball courts. It was suggested to start 
small. Logan Sowards, eighth grader has committed to get the 
garden started as his Eagle Scout project. Logan has completed 
research will begin work soon starting with garden beds. The Garden 
Committee will meet again in mid April.  

  
6. 2012/2013 School Calendar Jennifer Bernosky, Superintendent reviewed the proposed 

2012/2013 School Calendar which aligns closely with San Benito 
High School. The calendar will come to the Board under 
Action/Discussion for approval at this evenings meeting.  

7.   
8. Complaint Summary – January 31, 

2012 – March 31, 2012 
Jennifer Bernosky, Superintendent  reported there were no 
complaints relating to the Williams Uniform Complaint Process 
Settlement during the period January 1, 2012  through March 31, 
2012.   
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9. Area Trustee Report Jennifer Bernosky, Superintendent recommended the Board 

establish a committee to research the California Voting Rights Act 
with the possibility of transitioning to the election of board members 
by trustee area. It was also recommended to have the topic “Area 
Trustee Report” as  a standing agenda item.  

  
10. New and/or revised Board Policies 

and Administrative Regulations 
Jennifer Bernosky, Superintendent provided the Board with the first 
reading of the following board Policies and Administrative 
Regulations: 

a) BP, AR & E 5125.1 – Release of Directory Information 
b) BP & AR 5131.1 – Bus Conduct 
c) BP 5131.5 – Vandalism and Graffiti 
d) BP 5131.9 – Academic Honesty 
e) BP 5131.63 – Steroids 
f) BP & AR 5143 – Insurance 
g) BP & AR 6162.51 – Standardized Testing and 

Reporting Program 
h) BP & AR 6151 – Class Size 
i) BP & AR 6173.1 – Education for Foster Youth 

These policies and regulations will come back to the Board for 
approval at the next Regular Board Meeting.  

  
11. Monthly Attendance Report Shannon Hansen, Director Fiscal Services & Operations provided 

the Board with the Monthly Attendance Report noting after 
completing 7 full months, student enrollment was at 754 with an 
average daily attendance of 730.33 which equals 96.88% of 
attendance to enrollment. Today’s enrollment is 754.  

  
12. Director, Fiscal Services and 

Operations Report 
Shannon Hansen, Director Fiscal Services and Operations reported 
the following: 
Budget – The Governor is in discussions with California Federation 
of Teachers (CFT) regarding the tax initiatives to be placed on the 
Ballot in November. It is expected the Governor and CFT will, in 
the best interests of education, collaborate/support each other to 
move one specific initiative to the ballot. Ms. Hansen will attend the 
CASBO conference this month and hopes to bring back information 
relating to transitional kindergarten and the weighted student 
formula.  
Cafeteria – The 2012/13 school year will bring many changes to the 
lunch program here at Spring Grove School. Due to child nutrition 
changes there will be a limit on calories for each meal and children 
will have to take fruit and veggies. Ms. Hansen anticipates a lot of 
waste. Ms. Hansen has participated in webinars on this issue and 
will have someone come in to help plan appropriate menus. Ms. 
Hansen shared Spring Grove is fortunate to have Ana Lopez as a 
lead person in the cafeteria. The cafeteria continues to operate in a 
positive manner.  
Facilities/Maintenance – New soil and a picket fence was put in 
front of the Pre K to create a new planting area. Discussions are 
being held regarding plans for projects during spring and summer 
breaks. 
Transportation – On behalf of North County Joint Union School 
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District, Ms. Hansen is working with transportation supervisors and 
business officials within the county to look at collaboration relating 
to Special Education Transportation 

  
13. Assistant Principal Report Elaine Klauer, Assistant Principal reported the following: 

STAR Test – STAR Test dates are fast approaching and STAR 
materials will be going home in Thursday folders tomorrow. 
Incentives will be given in hopes of 100% participation. 12 powerful 
words and UNRAAVEL strategies are being provided to students in 
preparation for the STAR Test.  Mrs. Klauer attended a workshop 
which gave lots of new stipulations relating to STAR testing. There 
is a possibility of audits before, during an after the testing.  
Migrant Program Update – Migrant parents have participated in 6 
PAC meetings with one more to go for this school year. Workshops 
at the meetings cover topics such as health and fitness, discipline 
and respect, developmental assets and parent portfolios. The final 
meeting will take place in May when parents will discuss the 
agreement for next year.  

  
14. Principal Report  Jenny Bernosky, Principal reported the following:  

Student Activities – Student activities in April will be minimal in 
order for students to focus on STAR testing. The school play, co-ed 
volleyball and track/cross country are underway. Students who wear 
glasses will be encouraged to wear them by earning raffle tickets for 
prizes that will be drawn weekly. 4th graders will take a field trip to 
the Oakland Museum and 1st graders will take a field trip to Happy 
Hollow Park in San Jose. 7th grade went to the Pinnacles and 3rd 
graders went to Farm day at Bolado Park.   
Student Academics – Progress reports will go home on April 19th. 
Mrs. Bernosky and Mrs. Klauer continue to work with students in 
Study Hall every day at lunch with students who have a 2.0 or below 
or an F. Grades are monitored weekly. Evening math tutoring will 
continue through April 24th. New students are requesting to join the 
tutoring. There will be a comparison at the end of the tutoring to see 
if grades have improved.  
Skillbuilding – The final round of skillbuilding ended in March.  
Professional Learning Communities (PLC) – Teachers continue to 
meet by grade level to review benchmark results and skillbuilding 
results. Standards that have not been mastered are being re taught.   
Discipline/Suspensions – There is a total of 8 suspensions for the 
year.  

2,3,4 

  
15. Board Member Report Cindy King,Board President and Frank O'Connell, Reneé Faught   

and Stan Pura, trustees commented on the recent campus 
walkthrough. Requests for minor improvements were made relating 
to siding, bathrooms and carpet. It was agreed that kitchen 
expansion is definitely needed. Board members appreciated the great 
tour and noted it was great to see students at all grade levels on task. 
It was agreed that it would be great to have a trustee walk-through 
once a year. 

  
16. Superintendent Report Jennifer Bernosky, Superintendent  reported the following: 

Pre K Program for 2012/2013 – There are currently 18 students 
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enrolled in the program for the coming school year.  
Kindergarten Enrollment – After the first kindergarten round up it 
looks like there will be at least 3 kindergarten classes for 2012/2013 
with a possibility of 4 classes. Mrs. Bernosky will be slow to accept 
interdistrict transfers, Allen Bill and Romero Bill Students in order 
to make sure there is plenty of room for in district students. The 
district has not made a decision regarding a Transitional 
Kindergarten for the coming school year. If it is mandatory it is 
possible Spring Grove will have a TK/Kinder combo.  
Teacher of the Year – Mrs. Bernosky announced  Barry Marshall, 
Fourth Grade teacher has been named Spring Grove Teacher of the 
year for 2011/2012. He will be honored at the County 
Administrative Offices on April 19th at 6:00 p.m. and then here at 
North County Joint Union School District at the Regular Board 
Meeting in May. Congratulations Barry! 
Mrs. Bernosky thanked the 6th grade students for the wonderful 
volcano reports and volcanoes presented in the Board Room. 

  
CONSENT ITEMS Motion by Frank O'Connell,  seconded by Reneé Faught,  to approve 

Consent items #1-4, as presented 
Vote: Unanimous  

  
ACTION/DISCUSSION  ITEMS 

1.   Resolution #11/12-13 
Motion by Stan Pura, seconded by Reneé Faught to adopt Resolution 
#11/12-13; Day of Teacher and Staff Appreciation, as presented 
Vote: Unanimous  

  
2.  Adopt 2012/2013 School Calendar Motion by Reneé Faught, seconded by Frank O'Connell,  to  adopt 

the 2012/2013 School Calendar, as presented 
Vote: Unanimous  

  
FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS Washington D. C. Trip 

  
2011/2012 SCHEDULED MEETINGS • Wednesday, May 9, 2012 

• Wednesday, May 30, 2012 
• Wednesday, June 27, 2012 

  
PUBLIC COMMENTS ON CLOSED 
SESSION AGENDA ITEMS 

None  

  
CONVENE TO CLOSED SESSION In a motion by Reneé Faught, seconded by Frank O'Connell, the 

Board convened to closed session at 8:47 p.m. 
Vote: Unanimous  

  
RECONVENE TO OPEN MEETING 
AND REPORT ACTION TAKEN, IF 
ANY 

In a motion by Frank O'Connell, seconded by Stan Pura, the Board 
reconvened to open session at 9:36 p.m.  
Vote: Unanimous  

  
ADJOURNMENT In a motion by Reneé Faught, seconded by Cindy King, the Board 

Adjourned at 9:37 p.m.  
Vote: Unanimous  

   
Respectfully Submitted,  
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Jennifer Bernosky, Secretary  
North County Board of Trustees   

 


