
Welcome 8th Grade 
Parents

Spring Grove School 



HOW YOU CAN REACH US
Email is usually the best

Julie Asplund- jasplund@ncjusd.org
637-3745 ext. 305  (Room 5)

Aaron Griffin- agriffin@ncjusd.org
637-3745 ext. 306  (Room 6)

Cathie Scimeca- cscimeca@ncjusd.org
637-3745 ext. 304   (Room 4)



District Website
http://www.ncjusd.org/

Here we have links to the online grade-book, links to 
calendars, graduation news, etc...

https://www.ncjusd.org/spring-grove/
Here we have links to Tiger Talks, Clever, Aeries, and much 

more.

School Website

http://www.ncjusd.org/
https://www.ncjusd.org/spring-grove/


Google Classroom- All students will use Google 
Accounts to turn in work in Google Classroom.  Have 
your student show you their Google Classroom if you 
have questions about their work or when it is due.   

Aeries- Online gradebook.  The office will provide you 
access to your Aeries parent account.  You can set 
automatic updates to be emailed  weekly.

Aeries





We expect students to 
bring their devices fully 
charged everyday and 
participate in each class 
daily.  

Students should have all 
materials needed for the 
day.

Most importantly we 
expect students to come 
ready to learn, and to not 
disrupt the learning 
environment.  



https://www.picpedia.org/suspension-file/images/absences.jpg


If your student is going to be out for
3 consecutive days or more, please get them 

an independent 
study contract.

Contracts must be requested 5 days prior.
Students must turn in ALL work when they 

return.  Missing work may result in unexcused 
absences.



Grading for Mastery in 4th- 8th grade

Students receive grades based on mastery of grade level standards.

Students also have opportunities to practice and then retest when they have not 
mastered the standard the first time.

  Points based on a rubric    Percentage    Academic mastery of 
standards

3

       (3 in Aeries)

80-100% Student has mastered standards.

At or above grade level

2

      (2.25 in Aeries)

65-79% Student is making progress 
toward mastery of standard.

Nearing grade level

1

        (1.95 in Aeries)

Below 65% Student has not mastered the 
standard yet.

Below grade level

0  Student has not submitted the                        
assignment yet.

Letter grades will appear in Aeries for honor roll.



Block Testing
We will use the CAASPP website for 
testing in ELA, Math, and Science.



We will use results to 
drive instruction and 
for remediation.

● Students are 
expected to pass 
two lessons a 
week in ELA and 
one in Math.



Language Arts Syllabus
Reading/Language Grade

   Assessments                80%
Practice/Other           20%

8th grade Language Arts is designed to help 
students improve reading comprehension, 
writing and analytical skills, as well as 
prepare them for 9th grade and beyond.

● 3,2,1 grading scale on all assessments (bridge 
to high school grading system)

● Reading and writing will be the same grade on 
the report card

● Students will be able to retest after 
demonstrating improvement in areas of need



8th Grade Social Studies

 Tiger Project:  
Students will work in small 
groups to create a 
community service project 
for Spring Grove.  

Social Studies Grading:
Homework/Class work/Participation 20%
Tiger Project 20%
Assessments   60%   

Independence to 1914

● 3,2,1 grading scale on 
all assessments 
(bridge to high school 
grading system)

● Students will be able to 
retest after 
demonstrating 
improvement in areas 
of need



Tiger 
Project

https://padlet.com/lguardino2/yjpowxwwaa4nw0cr


ngss.sdcoe.net

● Space Systems
● History of Earth
● Engineering Design
● Growth,Development, and 

Reproduction of Organisms
● Forces and Interactions
● Energy
● Waves and Electromagnetic 

Radiation
● Natural Selection and Adaptations
● Human Impacts
● Students will be able to retest after 

demonstrating improvement in 
areas of need

For more information regarding 
NGSS visit:

Grading:
Assessments - 80%
Labs/Classwork/ 
Other - 20%



Math Grading
    Assessments  80%
    Other   20%

Ways to Practice
● bigideasmath.com
● Big Ideas Math App
● IXL Online
● Khan Academy
● Supplemental 

Textbook Work
● i-Ready
● Classtime

Grading Scale
● 3,2,1 grading scale on all 

assessments (bridge to high 
school grading system)

● Students will be able to retest 
after demonstrating 
improvement in areas of need.

https://www.bigideasmath.com/BIM/login?logout


Graduation
Graduation will be Thursday, June 3, 2026. We will 
start our graduation committee meetings in March 
2027. Aaron Griffin is the graduation coordinator and 
will send home reminders at the end of February 2027. 
Each family will receive four tickets per eighth 
grader for the Graduation Ceremony. In order to 
receive two additional tickets for the graduation 
ceremony, you must participate in a Graduation 
Committee and make it to two of the three committee 
meetings.



Fall Festival
In order for the 8th grade class to 
participate fully in the graduation 
activities at the end of the school year 
we need help. Please be on the 
lookout to volunteer for the 8th Grade 
Fall Festival Booth. Fall Festival Date, 
Friday, 10/23/26, 4:00 PM - 7:00 PM
Thank You!!!


