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2026–27  •  Grades 4th–8th

Mrs. Horne • Symphonic Band Director
(831) 637-3745 x 104  •  rhorne@ncjusd.org



Join Us On
The Journey
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It’s a marathon, 

not a sprint. 



Welcome to the Spring Grove Band Program!
Growing as musicians, teammates, and leaders

WHY BAND???
● BAND IS FUN!

○ Learning something new
○ Make new friends
○ Play with an ensemble

● BAND PROVIDES OPPORTUNITY!
○ College—scholarships!!!
○ High School–fun trips and events!!!
○ Spring Grove–-October football game, Arts Showcase, end of year band party!!!

● BAND IS A TEAM!
○ Every player matters
○ Teamwork
○ Loyalty—GO TIGERS!

THIS IS WHERE IT BEGINS!!!
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Our Band Program

BEGINNING BAND
Meets twice each week:
• Wednesday: all together, 30 min.
• One additional section class, 30 min.

SYMPHONIC BAND
For non-beginners.
Meets once per week for 1 hour.
Thursdays, 1:00–2:00 p.m.

Woodwinds: flute, clarinet, saxophone

Brass: trumpet, trombone, French horn, 
baritone/euphonium, tuba

Percussion: snare, bass drum, cymbals, auxiliary 
percussion, xylophone/concert bells
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Weekly Schedule
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For example: 
A trumpet player would go to band class on Tuesday and Wednesday.

A flute player would go to band class on Wednesday and Thursday.



Band Karate
A goal-oriented way to prove song proficiency at your own pace

1. White 2. Yellow 3. Orange

4. Green 5. Purple 6. Blue

7. Red 8. Brown 9. Black

Use your check-off sheet and the rubric to decide when you are ready.

Make an appointment with Mrs. Horne after practicing at home multiple times.

Score 12 or higher out of 16 to pass a song.

Complete a belt section to earn that belt’s certificate.

Black belt = Band Karate Master. Two black belts = Highest Honors.
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Attendance
Band is a team sport—every member matters

Attend all band classes and performances unless there is an occasional conflict with a 
Spring Grove sport, school theatre arts rehearsal, or illness.

Beginning students are usually ready to perform after Christmas; students who are ready 
sooner may be promoted to Symphonic Band.

Parents: Please note the weekly schedule and event list. Contact Mrs. Horne as soon as 
possible about an absence.

Attendance games and playing improvement will reward solid participation.
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Band Icon: Attendance Tour!
Show up. Collect stickers. Level up.

ROOKIE
1–4 days

OPENER
5–8 days

HEADLINER
9–12 days

ICON
13+ days

Each student gets a TOUR PASS on a lanyard.

Every band class, band event, and/or performance earns an “Admit One” sticker.

Reach 13 stickers to become an official Band Icon and earn a top-tier reward.

Miss a class? You can make it up by attending another band class.
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Rehearsal Expectations
All in, all the time.

1. BE PREPARED
Annotate assigned music when practicing at home. Pencil only. 
Bring all your music gear on your band class day each week!

2. PARTICIPATE
Follow directions quickly. Clap, count, play, ask questions, and 
be brave.Take notes on your music so you will remember later.  

3. RESPECT
Be patient with other learners. Respect people, instruments, and 
equipment.

4. TAKE OWNERSHIP
Use rehearsal time productively—even when your section is not 
playing.

📵  All cell phones and Chromebooks stay in backpacks.
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Student Leadership
Every job is important and needed

Assistant Conductor

Chair Captain

Stand Commander

Room Ranger

Campus Liaison (2)

Chief Correspondents to Beginners (2)

Chief Correspondents to Symphonic Band (2)

Secretary

Music Librarian

Tuning Boss

Section Leaders
Leadership positions are offered each 

semester.
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What Is a Section Leader?
Support your section with music, directions, and character

THE ROLE
A section leader guides students in their section when help 
is needed understanding the music and Mrs. Horne’s 
directions.

Leaders are assigned by Mrs. Horne and may change 
every few weeks.

WHAT MATTERS
Integrity
Respect
Responsibility
Encouragement
Playing ability 

One leader per section: Flute, Clarinet, Saxophone, 
Trumpet, French Horn, Trombone, Baritone/Euphonium, 
Percussion.
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Spring Grove Band Google Classroom
Practice resources available at home

Instrument tutorial videos
Games for music-reading fluency and rhythm mastery
Recordings of songs from the band book
Classwork resources to support practice
Access from home with parent permission.
Use your school Google email account → Spring Grove Band Google Classroom → Join a 
new class → enter the class code. 
Do not use the Band Classroom during academic class time unless your teacher gives 
permission.
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Getting an Instrument
Every band student needs an instrument in good working order

OPTION 1
Rent or purchase from a music store 
or online supplier.

OPTION 2
Borrow from family or friends who no 
longer use the instrument.

OPTION 3
Borrow from the school, based on 
availability and a signed district loan 
agreement.

Do not attempt repairs yourself.

School instruments may only be handled or played by the student and their parent/guardian.

Examples of where to rent/purchase: Sweetwater.com (online) and Music Village (South San Jose)
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The Band Code 
Our new band method book
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Bring these
to every band 
class with a 
pencil.



Instrument Care & Accessories
Take care of your instrument so it can play its best

WOODWINDS
Flute: cleaning rod + cloth

Clarinet: cloth, 4 reeds, 
reed case/guard, 
mouthpiece cover + brush, 
cork grease

Saxophone: body/neck 
cloths, 4 reeds, reed 
case/guard, mouthpiece 
cover + brush, cork grease, 
neck strap

BRASS
Trumpet/Euphonium/
Baritone/Tuba:
valve oil, towel, slide 
grease, mouthpiece brush, 
cleaning snake

Trombone/French Horn:
towel, slide grease, 
mouthpiece brush, cleaning 
snake

Additional care items vary 
by instrument.

PERCUSSION
Drum sticks
Medium-yarn mallets
Drum key
Stick/mallet bag
Practice pad

Recommended sticks: Vic 
Firth 5A or 7A, Classic 
Hickory Wood

EVERYONE
Metronome or free 
Google Metronome 
access

Folding music stand—or 
something that props 
music upright—for home 
practice.
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Performance Attire
Casual and formal/semi-formal options

CASUAL
Spring Grove Band Shirt

Blue or black denim jeans OR black pants
Socks and shoes normally worn to school

FORMAL / SEMI-FORMAL
Solid white top + solid black bottom

White button-down, polo, blouse, sweater, or cardigan
Black dress pants, knee-length-or-longer skirt, or 
black-bottom dress
Black tights/socks/shoes/boots/sandals
Tie or bow tie (black)

Beginning students receive band shirts in the second semester of their first year.
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Beyond the Music Room
Practicing at home

THE GOAL
At least 3 times per week
15 minutes each day

Short blocks count—for example, 
three 5-minute sessions.

SET UP
Chair
Music stand (or music support)
Music book/pages
Pencil
Instrument + gear

Practice with good posture.

HOW TO PRACTICE
1. Annotate, if needed
2. Play the Warm Up
3. Find the hardest parts
4. Practice slowly until accurate
5. Increase tempo gradually
6. Repeat for each song
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Weekly Band Schedule • 2026–27
Keep this schedule handy

SYMPHONIC BAND
Aug. 20–May 28

Thursdays
1:00–2:00 p.m.
All non-beginners

BEGINNING BAND
Sept. 8–May 28*

Tuesdays: Brass • 7:30–8:05 a.m.
Wednesdays: All Beginners • 7:30–8:05 a.m.
Thursdays: Woodwinds • 7:30–8:05 a.m.
Thursdays: Percussion • 2:00–2:30 p.m.

MINI BAND CAMP
The first 3 Weeks of Beginning Band will be: 

Week 1 — Instrument Maintenance • Week 2 — How to Read Music • Week 3 — Band Karate + band method book

Symphonic Band students are welcome to attend and mentor beginners.
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Event Calendar • Fall 2026
Mandatory unless marked optional

Aug. 20
Symphonic Band begins
1:00 p.m. • Music Room

Sept. 8–10; 15–17; 
22–25

Morning Band Camp / Foundations
7:30 a.m. • Music Room

Sept. 22
Beginning Band starts playing from the band 
book
7:30 a.m. • Spring Grove

Mid–late October
Hollister High School Football Game
TBD evening • Optional for Symphonic Band

Dec. 17–18
Winter Program Dress Rehearsal + Performance
During school day • Symphonic Band
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Event Calendar • Winter–Spring 2027
Put these dates in your family calendar and school planner
January • TBD Yearbook Photo

Beginning + Symphonic • Gym

Early April • TBD San Benito County Arts Showcase
Veteran’s Hall • TBD evening

Spring • TBD NCJUSD Board Meeting
5:30 p.m. call time • 6:00 p.m. meeting

Late May • TBD Open House Night Concert
7:00 p.m. concert • 6:45 p.m. call time

May 27 End-of-Year Band Party + Loaned Instrument Returns
1:00–2:00 p.m. • Music Room

End of School Year Spring Grove Talent Show
Beginning + Symphonic • 1 song
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Band Registration • 2026–27                  DUE DATE: August 18th
Sign and return to Mrs. Horne in the Music Room
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     Registration Form         Instrument Loan 
Agreement



YOU’VE GOT THIS!

 Participate • Practice •  Have FUN!

Let’s make music together in 2026–2027!!!

TURN YOUR FORM(S) IN TO MRS. HORNE 
BY TUESDAY, AUGUST 18th 


